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Package of Practices for Jowar (Sorghum)

Importance

Jowar (Sorghum) is an important cereal crop grown for food, fodder, and industrial purposes. Itis a
staple diet in dryland areas and highly drought tolerant.

Climate & Soil

Optimum temperature: 25-30°C. Rainfall: 40-100 cm. Soil: Deep, well-drained sandy loam to clay
loam soils with pH 6.0—7.5.

Improved Varieties
Grain types: CSH 9, CSH 14, CSH 16, CSH 25. Fodder types: HC 136, PC 23, SSG 59-3.

Field Preparation

2-3 ploughings followed by harrowing. Apply 10-15 t/ha FYM or compost at the time of land
preparation.

Sowing

Seasons: Kharif (June-July), Rabi (Sept—Oct), Summer (Jan—Feb). Spacing: 45 cm x 15 cm. Seed
rate: 8—10 kg/ha. Seed treatment: Thiram or Carbendazim 2 g/kg seed.

Nutrient Management

Fertilizer dose: 80:40:40 NPK kg/ha. Apply half N + full P & K as basal; remaining N at 30 DAS. In
zinc-deficient soils: Zinc sulphate 25 kg/ha.

Irrigation

Requires 2-3 irrigations. Critical stages: booting, flowering, and grain filling.

Weed Management
Hand weeding at 20-25 DAS. Pre-emergence: Atrazine 0.5-1.0 kg/ha.

Pest & Disease Management

Shoot fly: Spray Chlorpyriphos 2.5 ml/L water. Stem borer: Spray Carbofuran granules in whorls.
Grain mold: Grow resistant varieties; spray Mancozeb 2.5 g/L. Smut: Use disease-free seeds and
treat with fungicide.



Harvesting & Yield

Harvest when grains are hard and contain 20% moisture. Yield: Grain sorghum 30-40 g/ha; Fodder
sorghum 400-500 g/ha.



